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[ AJOR GINTER DEAD.

Career of Great Business Achievements
and Pablic Useln!ness Ends.

R

NOBLE STRUGGLE AGAINST DISEASE.

Trouble Which Brought on Illness
Attacked His Lungs and Heart.

——— e

\ PIONEER IN CIGARETTE-MAKING. |

Suceessful Conduct of This Busivess
Yields His Vast Fortune.

—t— .

WAS  DEYOTED TO  RICHMOND.
Kis Energics and Means Spent to Build
Up the City,

——

SHETCH OF HIS LONG, USEFUL LIFE

Ountllne of His Career as Merchant, 1' i)

Soldler, Danker, Manufacturer, and

Fablic-Spirvited Cltlzen=Deeds of

L]
Charlty=Fanmily J{onnections—=Trl-

butes from Friendas,

Major Lewls Ginter, perhaps the richest

man- in Virginia, and one

whose pub-

: spirit and broad charity have made

his name familiar and h

ha

! 50 much to bulld up and beautify, is

nored through-

eut this city, which loved so well

Heo breathed his last at 11:20 o'clock
15t might at Westbrook, hs palatial
pl ue country home a few

the northwest of Rie!

nd, where the preater part of the
st o crowning years of his busy,
w=aful, and succeseful iife had been spent
In the death of Aajor Ginter, which
ymes homie to the cltizens of Rich-
i with a sense of personul loss and

L4 and fills the heart f his

s B patiant

inexorabie

lend and com-
Though his 1l

¢ had been

* has fallen

8 wWn

$1

long and his sufferir
e 3 de wils calm and

During the whole of hls «
ue he was steadlly and contir

led by a pure and fine ambltion
the growth and upbullding of this his
adopted city. His devotion to Richmond
wias a passionate devotion

alh

among

and in equal

degree he was devoted to a high 1dea] ot

personal conduct

HIS LOVE FOR RICHMOND,

What Hichmond owes to Major Ginter |

for tha resources he placed at her Als-

posal, and for many Improvements,
hardly be estimated Vhiat we owe hi
for these things need not be told. But
the good will which prompted -
B! £ w0t pass unacknowledged.

it muy be recalled with tender- |

¢ the attach.nent he felt for the

as the home of his early bus s and tha

scene of his youthful exertl

of Intel-

lispensable

taught us that brillinnt qualit
lect are !

or characlier ot

MATERIAL EVIDENCES

n useful or honored, and that

to make me
the real benefactors of their kind are not
they at the sound of whose name the
world stinds still. He has shown how
the humbie and the poor may 1t them-
velver among the great ones of the earth
by Induetry, integrity, and independence,
and how the rich may kaep above their |
riches by clinging o the treasure of thelr
souls, He has taught how the simple

riga puperlor
that @il the |
ugen. He |

goity of manhood moy
to rank and station, ond
andeur of power les In 1ts
¢« ennobled wealth by his touch, 88
ki'ghts glve knighthood, and established
5 the canon of it& prissogeniture that
humanity is its firsiborn.

Major Ginter made himnell & rich man

Kr
[l

uously tm- |

or| though poor, parents, who could trace
| their

He has |

!

from poverty, without belng corry ted
:s' ETeAt riches, bLecause the aoll ul’phtt
Ature was so genegous that the very
Foot et ail evil sprang up to Immessurabls
Kood In it. To tive a idife of padn-
r»I:I ?ml palnstaking  acquisition: to
Iurt-m.n Witk covetousness. while ellmb-
.'r-x from early poverty to the
u-lght of what o covetous heart
could deswe, and hem to put his
feot upon his galng and their tempta-
tlons, llke a gladiator on a wild beast
vanquished—this 8 the spectacle which
hisn  mads the world'a amphitheatre
| tumultvons.  Nor ts the shout for the
| moment only, to be lost [h the common
nolse.  Ho long &# men shall wrestle in
| !l-o rame arenp, and other mon look on,
it shall ring In the enrs of Lhe wn-mh-rs'
| and nerve them to win their fight, There
la no death in victorfes ke this. for auch
decds of our betler natute partake of
p ity own Immortality,

| TRUTH BTRONGER THAN FICTION.
Thero I8 small need of fancy in denl-

ting with the story of the man and
| eltizen, Leowls Ginter, for pearce nny-
thing n fictlon ls more strange than
the netual prose of It The child of
roor  parents and humble hopes, e
| Erew . to ba a potent factor in the

money market of the world, and to prop

\ With his -ntegrity and eredit the finan-

i crodit of great Institutions. But It
is net Intended to deal with the won I
ers of Wl career as much g8 witl
the mind, tRs heart, the will, the cha
racler which wrought them. “No mw |
}'-:!_.2 tells ue Miivd A s "n‘ )
his slee “* and t? % no greater s [
Iney than the populier notion which
ften satiributes @nccess In great thin:
luek.  There dre people, It I8 trig
r stumble Into prosperity, and get
idace and power by what to moris
stem# chance, Keputation and t
w4 and profits which follow it are
aind then walted to a man, ik«
~down, for no betier *visibla rea

1 than that he happens to be out in
the same wind with them. The crowy

titach themselvea oftgn and cling with
singularly favoied

devotion to some

person, a8 burrs. do to his clothing,
. a8 it would appear, because he
among them. PRBut what seems
not nei arlly represent what Is

and & man w e hard to convince,

If, alter huving used a microscopa once

he be not d for life that things

exlst and ars mprehensible, though he

" r nor understund them |

i therefore, may appear
to tha geperal truth
s fdao not spring fror

aroe commonly found
hin it In the courss
: lifetimo f

3 the logle of cause
6 apt to vindicats Itself, In
stirring, jostling, Interested
of ours, where (ET
one occuples a pedestul—or even
i humbler place—but sobme one clse
to work to dizslodge him

ters of “Black Friday,” and ruin stared
him In the face,

MADE HIS FORTUNE HERE.

however,

scal

Undaunted, he returned to

his philanthropy, taking In so many of
the multiform Interosts of soclety at
large, he missed no opportunity to do
good In private and personal relations
Young men, especially, hrought within
the sphere of his influenee, fannd I him
nn ever ready and most judiclous coun-
sellor—one never obtrusive or ofMelous,
but always necesslble and Interested.

sd.

CARVED HIS OWN DEESTINY.
He was the son of highly respectable,

both sides, 200 yeurs
settlers of the Duten
sterdam. His brother |
old-fashloned elavier,
an an  heirloom

lincage, on
bock, to the earlies
Colony of New
#ti)] poascsses
which ha
through several generations, and serves

an
descendid

In hie stead, we seldom | Richmond, and formed a partnership
or deference, love or ad- | with the iate John F. Allen, and engaged
r . g vielded to any man un- | in the manufacture of *elgarettes, which
I here be that in him which com- | was the foundation of his great wealth
munds them. The world may dally with | and influence. ¢
Its  Imposters and {ts  charlatans—its ~
: . i Major Ginter was munificent nnd
trumpery great m gsham herces, and 3 [:‘ hls chintitien  TIs Wad wmade
ock " is i i G - fi " g < > i3 Y g
AV e bl aen for a littl « money in Richmond, he sald, and he
whille, ”t. tlnt fnully go down. for the oo 4 gpend it here. Over 4,000 names |
most  part, into the receptacle—the | oove unon his salary lst: he allowed
huge Nodh's Ark—of its spurned and | nencione of $50 a month to thirty old
worthless | laythings. The winds of | . 0i6: he educated many poor children;
| time and contest blow away tha chaff | 30 gave lberally to charitable Instito-
at last from the great graln floor of | s1on0 and was never known to turn a
| 1.'.I:‘:'I!ll‘.}'_ X sed fact, by the bY, | jonr enr to 8 dessreing netltioner i
| which reconclies us to many tempests. | yna wide and comprehensive range of

to show thnt his ancestors wera wall HIS FATAL ILLNE
to do, as such instruments were by 1.0 The saues o £ S AT wnE Y
means 0 gominen e - Tavown o :'.1_'1.-.1 fn fu nlent form. How
own resources when Httla more thar | long he had sufferad from the disease
i iid. lacked oppeortunitles of study | s not known, but he had certainly been
enlture which might  have beesn | g victim to It for over two years, When
ifforded him, yet he came through the | ha went to England, In August of 1895
furnance of hls early experlences well | ho wns met thera by Mrs. Young, who
equipped to fght the buttle of lfe and | was so shocked at the change In his
lo conquer, appearance that she determined not to
He cume to Richmond In 1883, and was | jeave him agaln. Five years ago Major
n pi v in the notion busi 3, though, | Ginter was Insured for a very large sum
ho de so In toys. Hig next venture | of money. It was a strange coineldence
was | i housefurnishing lne, nad ! that he had insured his Ufe twenty-cight |
I I ¢ e A wh dealer (n |, ve bafore, and upon both occas s |
at ! i B. McCaw was the examining

an. Dr. McCaw told Mnjor Gin-

OF MAJOR GINTER'S USEFUL

ter that hii latter dlugnosis was de-
cldedly more favoreble than the former.

The first apprehensions of Major Gin-
ter's friends were exclted In March of
last year, for about that time he began
to lose strength ang vitality, His break-
g down, which had been gradual up to
the time of Mr. John Pope's death, then
became very rapld, He sought relief In
Yurope, but found none, and his friends
were greatly shocked at the change In

oollons, and ribbons 110
Is & in trade, and his business in-
e aters an extent, hlilu.t his In-
was
wome it the outbresk of the war
;:umlo.en than 35000 & year. He was
probably the firet man in \.ha South to
suiss the cry osgainst the *“‘middieman
and always bought direct from tha maml;-
faciories, travelling to Europe regularly
male his purchascs.
‘hen war was declared, he turned his |

|

poods, Baxony W

creased to such

usiness interests, which = him which was se apparent on his re-
:‘:\L;: 1";?.,: hvt:r: e:m!dmble. and en- ) turn from this, his mkdwmhh . tal tm
Tered, Beart and woul, jnto the cause of His disease &mhm:gt $ e e
the Houth, and his as @ avidicr | his heart, He b, Poctonicgec
| 4s quite a conspicucus one. He to ll; mm mwmm M“m“
Fndired ot Agpimaitox and went Ehat | SaER 2oL G e ma
b Rty B large basking and brokor. | something that wil cure this cough of
nstitution Street, but became r gpr I ; 5T
i;‘;‘..’m”‘.‘m...a h&omﬂlw us-1 o mmm wonker:
5 g s bl RGN

»

f
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MAJOR LEWIs GINTER, WHO DIED LAST NIGIHT; AGED 73 YEARS.

the fits of coughing grew more frequent
and exhausting.

HIS DECLINE BECAME STEADY.
He was taken to Bar Harbor early In
the summer, having ;:rr\".r,'..'-ly spent
some time at Old Point !In the hope that
the chunge of alr might afford him some
rellef, but the h was dlsappointed,
and he grew weaker day by day, untll
he was not able to walk at all, and later |
could not stand alone, Mls memory, |
too, began to fall him, and although he
had beon teld of his condition, snd at |
times seemed to realize that his end was
drawing near, hae would sometlmes
Hude to his plans and the part that he
proposed to take in their development
In the future, Upcn one occaslon, when
he recelved a message from a lady friend |
who possesses a fine grupe vine-
vard, that this year's crop was a fallure,
and she regretied exceedingly that she
was unable to send him some of the
frult, he gent word to her that he grate-
fully appreclated her thought of him, and
he hoped In two years' time to compets
with her In the matter of grape ralsing, as
he was having a hot-house bulit for
vines. He was unable to converse much
during his stay at Bar Harbor, and on
his return to “Westbrook' some weoeks
ago, his friends were rl;l%}g exclod
Lrom “NIETAT, CHnd eVery sulble pre-
caution was taken against nolse, his
doga belng sent to his Franklin-street
home, and one of hiy servants continuaily
stationed at his froat door to answer the
replies of eallers, sud so avold the con
fusion Incident to thelr arrival. During
the lnet five monthe of hiz 'iness ¥
tost over fifty pounds In welght, yet he
Insisted, in spite of his growing weak-
ness, that he should be dressed ea
day, and gropped up with plllows In as
arme.cair, even when he wes scar
abie to lift a hand. When the weatl

| of April, 184, In New York ecity,
! of highly respectable parentuge, his pro-

mwuuauﬂm@tlm
HE DEALT IN TOYS.

Major Ginter first opened a toy store
on lower Maln street. An illuminative
touch has been given to his early strug-
gles hare by one of hia eacilest cls-
tomers. She wrlles:

In the eurly fall of 1846 there was
on Maln street, In the square below tha
banks, a little shop with ong wshort
counter, ard the rear balf curtained off
for a “lving room.” Above the dJdouar
was the sign, “Lewls Ginter," and Inside
the shop, on counter and shelves, were
toys—toys, pure and simgie, but toys of
every kind and varlety that a childish
mind could dream of or a chiluish beart
desire. But the children of Richmond
wers nccustomed to buylng thelr toys
where they bought their cakes and candy
and the grown-up lolks were &c-
customed to buylng thelrs where they
bought their dry goods or their wooden
housetiold-wares. So thut few ventured
{nto this lonely, deserted-looking shop,
at the door of which was often seen
standing & pale, &lim, lonely-looking
voung man, who had come from nubody
knew where, Thera was many a chidish
beart, however, that longed to have a
nearer view of thosa wondertul toys,
and at last, one day in a group of chil-
dros, one who was bolder than the rest,
and whose heart pitled that disconsolate
figure in the doorway, pravailed upon her
nurse to go in with her and let her spend
ber muney there,

She was welcomed with enthusiasm,
wnid &ll the wonders of that wonderful
lirtle place were plled upon the counter
for her fnspestion and entertalnment,
aitnonzh she ocarefully explajned that
phe had only one stivar half dollar Lo
expend. There were boves of puste-
hoard with glass In front, and behind
the ginss a falry-like duncer, a bear, a
ronkey, a wonderful little old man or
woman, that jumped about and nodded
lis head and winked Its eyes, ete., ote,
all of wlich were set in motloa by
having the boxes turned over sideways
4 few times and then set down, and lo!
one by one, they were immedintely per-
forming the most wonderful antics, until
the little counter was lMaed with them,
and na they stopped they were each
started again, and soon that counter
was crowded with nurees and children.
Thera were, In the mean time, piled on
the counter seesaws, that when started
seemed never to stop: minfature hand-
organs that would make thusic as long
ns a llttle wire handle was (Lurned;
whole troops of tin soldlers; big dolls,
littla dolls, and middle-sized dolls;
wooden jointed dolls that could sit down,
or lle down, or stand up; dolls snugly
tucked away In cradles, that us long as
they were rocked would ery, and when
wounder after wonder had been displuyed,
there was lild In the arms of the little
girl who had first ventured In « lovely,
waxen doll, with the lovellest blue eyes
and golden curls of real hair, both al-
most matching her own, which lkeness
was called Lo her attention by the affa-
ble salesman: but, abovegall, that dal
could shut and open her eyes!—the flen
of Its kind ever gecn In Richmond. It
Is necdless to say that that wonderful
doll went out of the shop in thnat little
glirl's arms, for when It was found t(hat
her half dollar would not suffice tor the
purchase, her generous lttie brother,
Jack, added his, and, I shrewdly suspect
that the salesman donated all of his
profits, or, perhaps, even more. I think
It is safe to #ay that not o cent was
carried out of that shop by elther nurses
or children, for all went out with either
hands or arms full

THE BEGINNING OF HIS3 BUCCESS.

At that day In Richmond the churches
each held a fancy falr during the winter
in the court-room of the old City Hall,
and all of the working members of all
of the churches helped ea¢h other to
hald thelr falrs. At these| falvs Mrs,

interesting ns Its achlovemnernts are re-
morkable, He was born on the 24th day
He was

genitors being among the earliest Duteh
sottlers of New Amsterdam. He was
connected with the Knickerbocker stock,
The fam!'y name was originally Gunther,
but was changed by Major Ginter's
grandfather to lis present form.

He Inherited from his ancesiry a con-
stitution eingularly sound und vigorous
in all its parts—physical, intollectual, and
mornl. His entire organlzation—body, In-
telluet, affections, consclence, and will—
wias healthful, active, and symmetrical,
a remarkable example of the “mens
sano In corpore sano.” IL is not sur-
prising, then, to find that his progenitors,
in all  the lines of descent which
can be traced, were of strong mental
and moral characteristics. His father
dlad while his gon Lewls was still In
his Infancy, and his mother a few years
later, nnd his early years were spent
under the guldance and direction of his
g'ster, twelve years older than he, who
was known in Richmond as Mrs. Arents,
and who dled at Major Ginter's beautiful

home, *“Westbrook,” soon afier It was Tudee  Cloptan- sIky®. Xenk the .tast
completed, &She lavished vpon him the C - 2 QL=
..ul.mzlt love. and. devotion, -which-he e | Ofles; aud the {nir-for the Monumental
turped 1o kind, and it was the fact that church generally opened L season.

This was in active preparation at the
time of that memorable visit to tha toy-
ghop, and Mrs. Clopton, having her sym-
pathies drawn upon by her littie daugh-
ter's account of the poor, friendless,
young shopkeeper, determined to have
a toy table at the falr In additlon to her
post-office, Her arrangements therefor
were #oon made, for with her to re-
solve was to act, and during the falr
every day young Mr. Ginter would bring
his toys and arrange them most artistl-
cally wupon the beautifully-decorated

she had died at “Westbrook” which
made him so anxious to retuyn from Bar
Hanbor and spend his last hours be-
neath the same roof.

The circumstances of the Ginters waere
by no means easy, and the sobject of
(hit sketch had few advantages In the
way of education. He want to work as
sopn 68 he was able to earn money, ar-dl
« aatural instinet and inborn taste for tha
wtistle led hlm to seek employment in
where fancy articles and art
ibites were for sale.

Lores

posse of nurees and
town after roturning from the
sojourn at the plantation, when
devoloto figure atanding at the do

that littie topshop esught my eye
appealed to my pitying heort, and it
have been only o few

1 persuaded my nurse to allow me to |
fu, or it may have besn & few

A child's mind does not measure
vory accurately, and the way I fi=
dats of the year 8o exaotly is that
huppened the fall before the death 4
my dearly-loved brother Jack, who
drowned o July, and for whoss

1 treasured that doll for many &

and also a littie jointed doll, the remaing
of which I have to-day. .

HIS SUBSEQUENT VENTURES.

. Mr. Ginter, when he had accumulated
sufficlent capital, branched out Into the
h ‘uluilml' business. He mdf
neat and pretiy store almost opposite
8t. Charles Hotel, and here he displayed
In an eminent degree that exquisite taste
and love of the beautiful in the
ber, variety, and arrangement of the pr
ty things he collected and e f
sule, He was very suocessful in
line of business, and moved to &
store on Eagle square, st the site
occupled by the Western Union Tel
Company’'s office. Here he did a
large retall business until 1856, when
gold out to Mr., Thomas A. Balkley.
By intense labor, though .ot
In the line of othor men, by tia
labor, often running om tiil evening 8
the morning; by that hercuiean e
which brings the golden apples from the
garden of Hesperides, he brought }
self steadily up to the front line of
nence as a merchant. This waa the
secret of his astonishing success,
His next venture was in the wh
notion business with Mr. John F.
as a partner. Thalr store was on
teonth, then known as Poarl street.
business was a success from
and finding themselves cramped for
the firm rented the houas on Thirteen
and Mnin sireets, ihen occupisd by k
H. London, the wholesale dry geods mars
chant. At this location the firm nams
was changed to Ginter, Kent & Alyey,"
and white goods and Saxony woollens
were added to the stock. ¥
At the end of one year Mr. Kent res
tired, mnd Mr, Ginter assoclated m-'l_
nephew, Mr. Geory * Arents, now ftreds
surer of the American Tobacco Com=
pany, with him, toe firm-name ;1‘
changed to Ginter, Alvey & aArents R
It was the largest dry-goods and no=
tlons-house south of Philadelphia, and ’y
business, which continued untll the war -
broke out, was one of the largest in the
city., Soma idea of ita scope, ad well a8
of the generosity of Major Ginter, ean
giuthered from the fact that when
was declared, Mr. Ginter was worth
$200,000, whieh he sacrificed to the causa n
of the South, and even after the close
of tha war he nover asked one of him
ereditors to pay the amount they owed
to him. PR
A GOOD WAR RECORD. ;

Mr. Ginter, as was noted above, came

of an old Dutch family,

with a very declded an
“Yankee."

8o far as public fame Is more Imme-
dlately concerned, Major Ginter's war
record stands out in bold relief from his
other services, Ha was among the firsh
to prepare for the impending confilet,
with a presclence that now secins like o
inspiration, and with a vigor which cond
searcely have heen inoreassd, From &
strenuois advocate of peace, he suddenly “ﬂ
threw himself Into the exigencles of thy
war, The eternal principle of right was ‘-!‘
trampled under foot; and then it was to
the very soul of clemency to appeal tg
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OURTED FORTUNE IN RICHMOND.| table, all ready for the fulr attendants,

vas bright and his strength would pe
mit, he was wheeled out on his froul

AND SUCCESSFUL CAREER IN RICHMOND—HIS HOMES AND FACTO

porch late in the afternoon to get the
benefit of the fresh air and the beautlful
surroundings of hig lovely home, in which
he took so much pride.

LEAVES FEW NEAR RELATIVES.

Major Ginter never merried. His pear-
est relative is a brotber, who Is a pros-
perous farmer in Missourl. The most
intimate of his connections have been
the wona and daughters of his much- |
beloved sister, who died at Westbrook
a few years ngo; Mr. George Arents, of
New York, who has three children, and
Misses Josephine and Grace Arents, and
Mrs, Albert Young, who also has
chiidren, '

e e .
THE m“'_ﬂm_-_m‘ LIFE.

L

each one tlcketed at a prics that would

Early in life he started out to seek '

\.._Old Fastory -

give the falr, as well as himself, & falr
profit, and each night the closing hour
wou!ld find that table emply, Then thers

his fortune, his sister having married,
and he found his way to Hichmond
early in 182 He had & small sum of
money when he arrived here, and an
interesiing story is told of his first night

t ity, e sought temporsty lodg-
:ﬁn?':nd’ mum“mm"ﬁf 4 house| fair and %W being raffied off at the
whers he was compelled to ahare his' 080 for h;m o!lnu owner, One
bedroom with Mr. Shafer, the father of m’ really 4 wonderful affalr—a %
his present private pecrslary. The two cobbler, with spectacles astride |
young men were, of course, strangers to| NOSS, sut on his bench In his shop and.
each other, and both were retiring fn n_-nvua-«m_w _um“”
disposition and exceedingly retlopnt. mm““.w up %
Bach was of w small sum of | Bpectators, z - )
At all

solld shot. LAk
Major Ginter eatered the Confiderate
!




